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Abstract. In order to investigate the trend of Korea’s science and technology policy in
the field of agriculture-food sector, it is assumed that a keyword is included in the project
titles that has been selected as a national R&D program and received government funding.
This is proven through text mining, CONCOR analysis, and regression analysis. First of
all, the project title data were collected through National Science & Technology Informa-
tion Service system (NTIS system). Through the analysis, seven keywords were extract-
ed. With N-gram analysis, it was found that these keywords have characteristics that
are connected to each other. It was divided into 8 groups with similar meanings through
CONCOR analysis. Among them, the ‘food industry’ group contains the most frequen-
cy. Through regression analysis, it was proved that there is a proportional relationship
between the keyword frequency, government funds, and paper performance. As a result,
the trend of Korea’s national science and technology policy in the field of agriculture-food
is ‘food industry’. In conclusion, project titles that contain high-frequency keywords can
receive a lot of government funds, and it is proportional to the paper performance.
Keywords: Agriculture-food, Policy trend, Text mining, CONCOR analysis, Regres-
sion analysis

1. Introduction. In 2021, Korean government invested 27.4 trillion-won in national
R&D programs in each ministry. Among them, the agriculture-food sector accounts for
about 10% (275.7 billion-won) [1]. In particular, agriculture-food R&D has a unique
mechanism called a guidance system. This is the process by which research results are
transmitted to the field, but not in other fields. And there is a point of view that this field
must respond to changes in the market environment and the natural environment. There-
fore, the speed of reflecting new technologies is different from other fields. Therefore, it
is necessary to identify individual research trends [2].

In recent research, text mining and network analysis are being used to confirm the trend
in various fields. Its fields include bio-health, music therapy, cosmetics, and wearables [3-
6]. In past research, research achievements such as patents were used to identify research
trends in science and technology. And there are studies that conducted analysis based
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on keywords described in the summary. Representatively, Park et al. performed keyword
network analysis using US patent abstracts. And based on this, it is predicted to science
and technology trends [7]. Kim calculated the frequency based on the English keywords
in the summary. He constructed a research trend network using the frequency of research
keywords for each detailed technology. And the policy trends were identified by performing
network analysis [8].
It was conducted only to keyword analysis research on agricultural R&D by Kim and

Kim [2]. In this paper, text mining and TF-IDF were calculated based on the Korean
keywords in the abstract. And trend analysis was performed by grouping by similar
keywords. At this time, the agricultural R&D list was used to group keywords.
In this study, research trends are identified not only in the agricultural field but also in

the food field. And it is reflected of the characteristics of agricultural R&D. Therefore,
trends can be identified more quickly than existing research cases. For this purpose, it is
analyzed that the project title was selected as national R&D program in the agriculture-
food sector. Text mining is the process of extracting implicit information between text
data [9]. In this study, text mining was performed using Textome.
Also, keywords acquired through text mining are grouped. For this, the CONCOR

analysis was used, not the agricultural R&D list. CONCOR analysis is a part of network
analysis method. A network is one of the expression methods representing various types
of systems created by humans or things. Keyword network analysis uses this principle.
Therefore, this method analyzes the co-occurrence relationship of keywords in the text
and infers the meaning. CONCOR analysis is one of the network analysis methods. In
this way, nodes can be identified and relationships can be identified based on Pearson’s
correlation analysis on co-occurring keywords [10]. In this study, CONCOR analysis is
performed using UCINET6. It is possible to derive a cluster of keywords with similarities.
And the relationship between keywords was visualized through NetDraw.
Finally, regression analysis was performed. This method is performed to understand

the relationship between keyword frequency, government funding, and thesis performance.
In this case, Minitab 17 was used. Based on the results, it is identified of the relationship
between 7 major keywords and national R&D program. And it will predict the trend of
Korea’s science and technology policy in the field of agriculture-food.
The rest of this paper is organized as follows. In Section 2, we introduce data analysis

method and procedures. Section 3 is data result; we describe the results in detail. Finally,
we conclude this paper in Section 4.

2. Data Analysis Method and Procedures.

2.1. Data collection and text mining. For the research, data on project title, gov-
ernment funds, and paper performance are collected. Data are collected by searching
“Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs” through National Science & Technol-
ogy Information Service system (NTIS system). This data is about the project titles,
government funds, and paper performance from 2008 to June 2021. Duplicate data for all
columns among the acquired data is deleted. There remain the 16,987 data of the project
title-government funds and 11,462 data of the paper performance.
Data filtering is performed to increase the accuracy. In this case, Python’s KoNLPy

package is used [11]. And there obtain the results of the data about the top thousands of
keyword frequency. At this time, stop words are eliminated from the data of the project
title. They are “development”, “technology”, “research”, “use”, “system”, etc. After
that, text mining is performed through Textome and the top 50 keyword frequencies are
selected as shown in Table 1. This is a cumulative ratio of about 25%.
The analysis results also included TF-IDF and degree centrality. TF-IDF stands for

“Term Frequency-Inverse Document Frequency”. This is a method of evaluating the
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Table 1. The result of keyword frequency (top 50)

Table 2. The results of TF-IDF and degree centrality (partial)

importance of a word in a text. If this value is higher, it means that it is the main
keyword in the text [12].

Degree centrality is a method of measuring how many connections between keywords.
If this value is higher, it means that there are many linked keywords. Through this, it
can be explained to the main keywords on the network. And it is possible to describe the
distance to the main keywords [7]. As shown in Table 2, TF-IDF and degree centrality
generally tend to increase together as the higher the keyword frequency.

2.2. N-gram analysis. N-gram analysis is a method of identifying the relationship be-
tween keywords through a network graph. In this way, it is possible to confirm how many
sub-structures are formed in the network. This means that when keyword 1 appears,
keyword 2 appears at the same time [12]. In addition, if the frequency of keyword 1 and
keyword 2 is high, it means that the number of times the two words appear simultane-
ously is high. In this study, Table 3 shows the N-gram analysis results. Figure 1 is a
visualization based on the top 50 N-grams.

2.3. CONCOR analysis. CONCOR analysis is performed to derive clusters based on
the top 50 keyword frequencies. As a result of the analysis, they are divided into 8 groups
as shown in Figure 2. The groups are ‘Crop Cultivation’, ‘Plant/Bio’, ‘Virus’, ‘Hog-
raising’, ‘Food Industry’, ‘Microorganism’, ‘Livestock’, and ‘Process/Standardization’.
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Table 3. The result of N-gram analysis (partial)

Figure 1. A visualization of N-gram network (top 50)

Figure 2. The result of CONCOR analysis
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2.4. Regression analysis. Regression analysis is performed to confirm the relationship
between keyword frequency, government funds, and paper performance. According to the
top 50 keyword frequencies, they are summarized of the sum and average of government
funds and paper results in Table 4. The sum and average are calculated based on the
project title including keywords.

Table 4. Based on the keyword frequencies, the sum and average of gov-
ernment funds and paper performance (partial)

Regression analysis is performed using Minitab. The Pearson correlation coefficient
(R2) ranges from 0.1 to 1.0. The results can be interpreted as follows.

- If R2 = 1.0, then perfect linear correlation.
- If 0.7 ≤ R2 < 1.0, then the high linear correlation.
- If 0.4 ≤ R2 < 0.7, then the median linear correlation.
- If 0.1 ≤ R2 < 0.4, then the low linear correlation.

It is 0.867 of the Pearson correlation coefficient between the keyword frequencies and
government funds. And it is 0.872 of the Pearson correlation coefficient between keyword
frequency and thesis performance. Thus, there is a high linear correlation between the
keyword frequencies, government funding, and paper performance.

As a result, the relationship between keyword frequency and government funding is
explained by Equation (1). And the relationship between keyword frequency and paper
performance is explained by Equation (2).

y = 109.1 + 0.008170F (1)

y = 84.13 + 1.315P (2)

(F : Government funds, P : Paper performance)

This can be respectively represented by increasing graphs as shown in Figure 3 and
Figure 4.

3. Result Analysis.

3.1. The top 7 keywords selection. In Table 2, there are similarity to the keyword
frequency ranking and the TF-IDF ranking. However, the ranking of the degree centrality
tends to be a bit different except for the top 7 keywords. Therefore, the top seven
keyword frequencies are selected as main keywords. They are ‘function’, ‘production’,
‘food’, ‘material’, ‘exportation’, ‘product’, ‘industry’. Table 5 shows the results of text
mining of main keywords.
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Figure 3. The result of the regression analysis between the keyword fre-
quency and government funds

Figure 4. The result of the regression analysis between the keyword fre-
quency and paper performance

Table 5. The results of text mining of main keywords

3.2. Identifying connections between keywords. In Figure 1, there is a group that
forms the most relationship in N-gram analysis. This group is composed of 10 keywords
(‘health’, ‘function’, ‘food’, ‘agriculture’, ‘packaging’, ‘industry’, ‘material’, ‘product’,
‘manufacture’, ‘characteristic’). There is one of them that the five keywords (‘function’,
‘food’, ‘industry’, ‘material’, ‘product’) correspond to the main keywords. Also these
keywords had featured linked each other as shown in Figure 5.

3.3. Main group. The 50 keywords are classified into 8 groups through CONCOR anal-
ysis. The main keywords are distributed in 4 groups out of 8 groups. Four of the main
keywords are included in ‘food industry’ group. These keywords are ‘function’, ‘food’,
‘material’, and ‘product’. The sum of the frequency of the main keyword is 6206 times.
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Figure 5. The group with the most relationship in N-gram analysis

Table 6. The top 5 keywords and frequency by group through CONCOR analysis

One main keyword is included in each of the ‘process/standardization’, ‘microorganism’,
and ‘Hog-raising’ groups. The main keywords are concentrated in the ‘food industry’
group. Based on this, it can be seen that national R&D program are focused on the ‘food
industry’ group.

3.4. The relationship between keyword frequency, government funds, and pa-
per performance. There is proportional about keyword frequency – government fund-
ing, keyword frequency – paper performance as Equations (1) and (2). As mentioned in
Section 2.4, it is 0.867 of the Pearson correlation coefficient between the keyword frequen-
cies and government funds. And it is 0.872 of the Pearson correlation coefficient between
keyword frequency and paper performance. Thus, there is a high linear correlation.

Therefore, a lot of government funds are invested in the project titles that contain
words with high keyword frequency. And a lot of paper results are created with this high
keyword frequency.

4. Conclusions. This study is to predict policy trends through the project titles that
received government funds in agriculture-food sector of South Korea. For this purpose,
it is assumed that keywords are included in the project title. Data are collected through
National Science & Technology Information Service system (NTIS system). This data is
about the project titles, government funds, and paper performance from 2008 to June
2021 in “Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs”. Trend is analyzed through
text mining, keyword network analysis, and regression analysis.

The results can be summarized as follows. First, using data mining techniques such
as N-gram analysis and keyword frequency, TF-IDF, and connection centrality, the main
keywords are extracted, which are top 7 keywords, “function”, “production”, “food”, “ma-
terial”, “export”, “product”, and “industry”. Second, using regression analysis, keyword
frequency vs. government funds and keyword frequency vs. thesis performance are found
to be strongly related. Currently, the Pearson correlation coefficients are 0.867 and 0.872,
respectively. When the Pearson correlation coefficient is 0.7 or higher, it is interpreted as
“high linear correlation”. That is there is close relationship between keyword frequency
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and government funding, also between keyword frequency and thesis performance. Third,
as the result of CONCOR analysis, the main keywords are included most in the ‘food
industry’ group. Eight groups were divided into CONCOR analysis. Among them, 4 of
the top 7 keywords are included in the ‘food industry’ group. The four keywords are
“function”, “food”, “material”, and “product”. These keywords are ranked 1st, 3rd, 4th,
and 6th respectively. Therefore, Korean government invests the most funds in the ‘food
industry’ group in the agriculture-food sector. Also ‘food industry’ group produces most
thesis outputs.
This study has the following significance. Research trends in agriculture-food sector are

analyzed based on the project titles funded by Korean government. So the current hot
trends can be said ‘food industry’. We prove that Korean government funds are focused
on ‘food industry’ group and the most thesis performance are created in this group.
However, this study has three limitations as follows. First, the used data for the analysis

were 14 years period from 2008 to June 2021, and this data is analyzed at once. For this
reason, it is possible that the selected main keywords may not reflect the trend accurately.
Second, since each research institute has a different method of registering and managing
performance data, there may be overlapping outputs. In addition, they are likely to be
missing outcomes. Lastly, Korea’s national R&D programs are contracted on a one-year
basis, so some of the project titles may be duplicated. Therefore, it is considered that
more reliable analysis results can be obtained if a follow-up study is conducted.
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